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Welcome to our 2026 alumni newsletter! Last year we 

were in the process of hiring a new director of alumni 

relations, so we took a brief hiatus from the newsletter. 

We are thrilled to share that alumna Charli Gonder (‘08) 

took on the position at the beginning of the school year. 

That’s not the only exciting thing happening at Harding 

Academy. Check out some of our latest news.

•	We surpassed our goal for the Big Day of Giving 

by over 30%. 

•	Enrollment is looking strong, and we are around 

90% capacity with waitlists in some grades.  

•	Little Harding is thriving, and we have a waitlist for 

our infants class. (Alumni are given priority after 

siblings of current families!)

We’d love to reconnect, show you around campus, 

and give you the chance to visit with some of your 

favorite teachers. Reach out anytime to set up a visit 

at alumni@hardinglions.org.

Note from Head of School 
Trent Williamson

Cover: Alumni athletes hosted a STEAM camp on our 
K–12 campus in July 2025

JUNE 2026

We inducted new classes of athletes in August of 2024 and August of 2025 into the Harding 

Academy Athletics Hall of Fame. Check out the full list of inductees (and make a nomination) at 

hardinglions.org/halloffame.
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Class
Reunion

2024 Distinguished Alumni of the Year
ELLIS & PEGGY HAGUEWOOD
We were honored to present Ellis (’63) and Peggy Haguewood (’63) with our Distinguished 

Alumni Award at Taste & Tunes 2024. They are champions of education who collectively have 

over 80 years of service to children and families in Memphis. 

Peggy taught history and government at Harding Academy until 1995. Ellis served in a variety of 

roles at Memphis University School before being named Headmaster in 1995. After serving in 

that role for 22 years, he retired in 2017.

In retirement, they both serve as 

volunteer mentors in the Academy 

4 program at Leadership Prep 

charter school. Ellis serves 

on the board of the 

Memphis Opportunity 

Scholarship Trust 

(MOST) program 

providing low-

income children 

with scholarships 

to attend private 

and parochial 

schools.

2026 EVENTS

Class of 1986
40-year Reunion
February 27, 2027
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Nominations for Alumni of the Year
Would you like to nominate a graduate for this honor? Submit your nomination 
on our website at hardinglions.org/alumni.

IN THE NEWS
Justin Brown (‘06) and Katie Riedel (‘22) are performing 

in the National Broadway Tour of The Outsiders. Katie 

plays the role of Marcia, and Justin plays reeds in the 

orchestra.

Ron Chaco (‘99), Molly Bowie Cook (‘78), and Jennifer 

Lawrence Webber (‘85) were added to the Harding 

Academy board. 

Micah Dempsey (‘16) and Christopher Galbreath (‘15), 

co-owners of Belltower, are purchasing Muddy’s 

Bake Shop.

Andy Fletcher (‘85) umpired game two of the 2024 World 

Series at Dodger Stadium. He had a 93.1% accuracy rate 

behind the plate during the season. 

Leia Harper (‘24) was recognized by the Black Student 

Association as one of eight student leaders on the 

University of Memphis campus.

Adam Hart (‘99), Jack Hurdle (‘13), and Brandon 

Ward (‘11) are doing work at Harding Academy and 

around Memphis through Hart Construction.

John Lane (’96), principal flutist of the New Jersey 

Sinfonietta Nova, performed a concert of flute favorites  

at the University of Memphis Harris Concert Hall.

Clay Presley (‘05), CEO at SouthWorth Capital 

Management, was recently named one of Memphis 

Business Journal’s 40 Under 40.

Reid Stafford (‘10), Riley Earnest Savoy (‘14), Avery 

Efaw Tannert (‘18), Reid Swolensky (‘20), and Kennedy 

Williamson (‘21) have been hired as faculty or staff at 

Harding Academy.

Jack Turman (‘24) is taking pictures and creating videos 

for University of Memphis Athletics (follow him 

 on instagram: @_shotbyjack_).

WE’D LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send us an update online at hardinglions.org/alumni.

2025 Distinguished Alumna of the Year
MOLLY BOWIE COOK
We were honored to present Molly Cook (‘78) with our Distinguished Alumna Award at 

Taste & Tunes 2025. Molly has been an innovator in education for 48 years. 

Molly served as a teacher at Harding Academy for 18 years teaching everything from Sr. K to 

middle school art to Bible. A lover of fine arts, she began the Student Art Show and created  

a high school a cappella group called Majesty. She was also a 

driving force behind the creation of Little Harding. 

After her time at Harding Academy, she served as 

admissions director for Lausanne Collegiate 

School for 14 years. In 2023, she joined 

the Bowie Reading and Learning 

Center where she has been the head 

of tutorial programs for the past 

13 years.

901-767-4494 @hardingacademy

@hardingacademyhardinglions.org

REUNION SPOTLIGHT

CLASS OF 1965

We love seeing our alumni get together to reminisce and reconnect. We had several class 

reunions in 2025—the class of 1965 celebrated their 60th, the class of 1975 got together for 

their 50th, the class of 1980 met up for their 45th, and the class of 1985 celebrated their 

40th. See our upcoming reunions at hardinglions.org/alumni.

Homecoming & Reunion 
Weekend
Friday, October 30, 2026

Athletics Hall of Fame 
Induction Weekend
August 28–29, 2026


