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APUSH Summer 
Assignments
Mr. Corey Cunningham       2023/2024

Welcome to Advanced Placement United States History (APUSH). The following are required 
summer assignments for this Advanced Placement course. I know that this is the first AP 
experience for most of you, and, at first, the assignments may look daunting, but you are 
fully capable of doing well in this course if you will push yourself and be diligent. 
Remember to read all instructions carefully and be sure to submit each assignment by the 
required due date. If you have any questions, feel free to email me at 
cunningham.corey@hardingacademymemphis.org 

Assignment 1
25 points

due Friday, July 28th, 2023

Email your typed response (as a PDF) to cunningham.corey@hardingacademymemphis.org

A. Complete the Canvas course on note-taking strategies from Cornell at this link: https://
canvas.cornell.edu/courses/1451. I recommend using this approach for readings and lectures this year. 
There are also tons of video tutorials if you are confused about this method.

B.  Read the following two articles about the importance of the study of history. Use the Cornell 
method to take notes on what you read. These notes will also be submitted to the teacher. 

• Why Study History? (1985) by William H. McNeill

https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/archives/why-
study-history-(1985)

• Why Study History? (1998) by Peter N. Stearns

https://www.historians.org/about-aha-and-membership/aha-history-and-archives/archives/why-
study-history-(1998)

C.  In a 300-400 word essay, summarize the arguments made by both authors regarding the 
importance of the study of history. In your conclusion you may also include a brief description of why 
you believe the study of history to be important.
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Assignment 2
25 points

due the first class period

Bring to class

A. Read “Unit 1 - Period 1: 1491-1607”  from AMSCO’s United States History - AP Edition 
(attached). Take notes using the Cornell method described above.

B. During the first week of class, there will be a “test” over this material. You will be able to use 
the notes you have taken during the “test”.
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